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Viator House: A Center For Advocacy,
Not Just Hospitality
Looking inward, Viator House is a welcoming social, legal
and educational setting for immigrants, the focus of dozens
of volunteers and skilled staff. Looking outward more
broadly, though, it’s quite simply the necessary response to
a bewildering U.S immigration system that diverts desperate
seekers of asylum into detention lockups to fend for
themselves.
Unless that system changes, the situation for the residents of
Viator House and every other immigrant in the same
situation will remain difficult. So in addition to the already
multi-layered mission of ministering to two dozen young men,
Viator House has become an engine of advocacy for better
treatment of asylum-seekers and broader understanding of
what seeking asylum is all about.

Helping the men we know and
those we haven’t met yet
“Our service to the young men in the house requires that we
be advocates for structural change, because the system is
so unforgiving and brutal to them,” said Fr. Corey Brost,
Viator House executive director. “An important part of our
service to them, and to the young men we haven’t even met
yet who will be in the program, is trying to change the system
in which their rights are determined.”
Staff member Michael Yemane
speaking to students about asylum
Viator House advocacy initiatives include:
● Hosting interested student and adult groups at the house.
● Fanning out to speak at universities, professional societies, law firms and religious
assemblies.
● Sponsoring young immersion adult trips to the U.S.-Mexico border.
● Public sessions on immigration issues.
● Efforts to inspire people young and old to advocate for changes to our immigration system.
READ MORE HERE

My Path To Asylum & Beyond
My name is Boureima. I am from Niger (West Africa). I’m 20 years old and
I’m in my second year at Oakton Community College. I came to the U.S. in
August 2016, and to Viator House in April 2017.

My first day at Viator House was one of the best days in my life.
As a young man, I was 17 when I came to the U.S. border at Tijuana,
Mexico, and asked for asylum. The Border Patrol sent me to a juvenile
immigration detention center in Chicago, where I spent almost eight
months in detention.
While I was in detention my prayer for every single day was just to be a
free man one day. Being in a detention center without freedom was one of
the hardest things I had faced in my life. There are rules for everything.
You can’t leave or even go outside without a staff person.
My 18th Birthday Gift – Viator House
April 13, 2017, was my 18th birthday. The day before my birthday, the
Office of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) approved my release to Viator
House, which meant I was a free man from detention. I was released the
same day in the evening to start my new life at Viator House.
The night I came to Viator House they already had five other participants, and three of them I knew from
the detention center. That same night they welcomed me to my new home, and they told me to feel like I
was at home. Viator House gave me my own room.
The next day I met with my case manager, Sr. Rayo. She told me the rules of the house and Br. Michael
took me shopping for some clothes.
READ MORE HERE.

Join the
Viator House Foundation
by becoming a monthly
donor.

Thank You
Faith & Civic
 ommunity Partners
C
We now have 21 Faith and Civic Community Partners
who provide regular spiritual, volunteer and financial
support. They are necessary for us to offer our
participants hope, healing and opportunity. Contact us if
you'd like to involve your faith community or civic
organization.

Yes, I'll donate monthly

Click here to see a full list of our partners.
STAY CONNECTED


Our Mission
Viator House of Hospitality (VHH) provides
compassionate accompaniment of young adult male
immigrants seeking legal relief.


Viator House of Hospitality is an exempt
organization as described in Section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code; EIN 830884521. All contributions are tax
deductible to the full extent of the law.
www.viatorhouseofhospitality.com

