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Since opening in 2017, Viator House has welcomed ...

As a 12-year-old boy living in a cramped home with nine siblings, Jose wanted 
more room for himself. So he built himself a bedroom connected to the small 
house - and then connected electricity to it. Now, nine years later, Jose is 
studying electricity in the hopes of helping others build homes.

Both young men, now Viator House participants, are following childhood dreams 
- and discovering new ones - because people like you have made it possible.

One of our Somali participants once commented about how good it was to 
dream. Back in his home country, he said, there was no time to dream. Each day 
was a struggle to stay alive. “But here,” he said, “you can dream.”

Indeed, Viator House participants can dream. They dream of owning 
businesses, starting families, even saving their families from the violence they 
escaped. (In fact, one former participant saved enough money for his parents 
and siblings to find safety in Europe.)

     Here’s how Viator House makes room for dreams >

ANNUAL REPORT | 2022

Before escaping the brutal military that runs his country, Amir 
learned to care for others from his mother back in West Africa. 

His mother’s commitment to service also has inspired his 
desire to care for Americans - as a nurse. That’s partly because 
“when I help, the whole day I am with my mom.”



Young people can dream when they feel safe

Young men have come to Viator House after horrific experiences at home 
and along the journey to the U.S. Most have also come from U.S. immigration 
detention. Some have faced homelessness. So greeting a new participant with a 
key to his private room provides a foundation of safety that allows him to breathe 
more deeply, relax more fully.

And through the way they treat participants, house coordinators and case 
managers have created a culture in the house where young men can let down 
their guard because they feel respected and cared-for.

VIATORHOUSEOFHOSPITALITY.COM

$100+  
PER DAY $82

   PER DAY

to hold an 
immigrant in 

federal detention

for housing, food, 
case management, 

transportation at Viator 
House (we receive $0 
from the federal govt.)

Our respect for all faith traditions 
also adds to that safety, especially 
since some participants have said 
that their faith was what kept them 
going on their long journeys. For 
many young men, their faith is also 
a strong connection to all they left 
behind. Mohammed from East Africa, 
who memorized the Qur’an as a child, 
recalled once how comforting it was 
to have the holy book waiting for him 
when he arrived at Viator House.

Young people can dream when 
others recognize their gifts

The stairwell at Viator House is filled with artwork, all 
coming from the heart and vision of one Guatemalan 
participant. It is a reminder that the young people 
coming to our nation are gifts. Our participants 
show us those gifts daily. Sometimes they are gifts 
of kindness, patience and self-sacrifice for other 
participants. Sometimes they are gifts to people 
outside VHH during monthly service trips.
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Young people can dream when they have the 
opportunity to learn

Case managers spend considerable time helping each 
participant find an educational setting that meets his 
needs, whether that is a traditional high school, alternative 
high school, GED program or in-house tutors. Tutors join 
in, providing each young man with ample opportunity to 
grow in subjects from Math and Science to basic English 
and college Chemistry. But they also do much more, said 
Jose, who said advice from tutors have helped him “grow 
up.” It’s been clear, he said, how much each tutor has 
cared about him and wanted him “to be a success in the 
future.”

As a result, 16 have graduated high school and 11 have 
started community college. And some men who never 
thought they were smart enough to learn English are 
using it regularly as they navigate life. 

Young people can dream when they learn life 
skills that build independence

Landing that first U.S. job. Earning a driver’s license. 
Saving money. Participants grow toward independence at 
Viator House, as case managers and house coordinators 
do things big and small that teach important life skills. One 
day a house coordinator might help two participants settle 
a disagreement while also helping others cook their first 
meal or use a washing machine for the first time. Another 
day a case manager might help a participant fill out a job 
application or negotiate with an employer over a better 
schedule. A third day a volunteer might help a young 
man budget for his first apartment or take a tense ride 
through the cemetery across the street with a participant 
just learning to drive. All these moments, over the months 
or years a participant stays at Viator House, build a 
foundation of confidence.
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All participants are 
in school, studying 
English or working. 
Several are doing all 
three each day.

16
participants
have graduated from 
high school

11
participants 
have taken 
college courses, 
1 has finished his 
Associates Degree

19
participants 
have earned driver’s 
licenses

70+
volunteers
as tutors, mentors, 
board members and 
house assistants

500+
DONORs
in 2021
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HOME TO 95 YOUNG 
MEN FROM 22 NATIONS 

SINCE 2017
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& COMMUNITY



Jose, for example, started his first job after timidly asking a supervisor for an 
application. Three years later, however, he confidently left that job for another 
after his manager reneged on a pay raise.

Young people can dream when they find camaraderie and 
community

Races in the swimming pool. Pick-up soccer. Birthday celebrations. Christmas 
and Eid meals. Hotly-contested video game matches. House gatherings to 
memorialize loved-ones who’ve died at home.

All these moments create an international interfaith 
community of participants, staff and volunteers that 
reminds each participant on a daily basis that he is 
important to others. He might have left everything, 
but at Viator House he has found a community that 
cares.

Our staff maintains a culture of “in it together.” In that 
culture a young Christian man might visit a mosque 
out of respect for a VHH Muslim brother. In the 
kitchen, you might see men cooking with or for each 
other, and then tasting each other’s cultural foods. 
The “in it together” culture fostered at Viator House 
makes it safe to explore dreams because you know 
others have your back. 

As Amir said while remembering his first day at 
VHH, “I was surprised (by) the way people treated 
each other and loved each other, even though they 
don’t have the same background. They don’t even 
speak the same language. (But) they all came 
together…(to) help each other.” 

Since opening ...

95 MEN have 
found a home at 
Viator House

14 of them 
were united 
with family or 
friends in 2021 
alone

In 2020 and 2021,

19 MEN
MOVED OUT to 
shared apartments
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HOLISTIC SERVICES

For about $82 per day, Viator House offers a young man 
seeking asylum in the US:

 Case management

 Housing and food

 Clothing

 Hygiene products

 Educational opportunities

 Tutoring

 Wellness checks

 Referrals for medical evaluations and services

 Referrals for counseling

 Stress management

 Interfaith spiritual accompaniment

 Physical conditioning

 Community service opportunities

 Cultural adaptation and integration

 Social outings

	 Family	reunification

 Basic employment training



Indeed, Viator House started as a dream

Br. Michael Gosch followed that dream, bringing the Clerics of St. Viator and, 
eventually, dozens of volunteers and faith communities along with him. You are 
part of that dream. Jose and Amir, like all our participants, are discovering and 
then following dreams. Indeed, while Jose studies electricity, Amir is already 
bringing comfort to hospital patients as he brings them food in his job at a local 
hospital. Together, let’s keep the Viator House dream moving forward and 
watch as young men who bring so much talent to our nation make their 
dreams come true.

ASYLUM VICTORIES
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Faith Community Partners

Islamic Education Center     
St. Viator High School                          
St. Theresa Catholic Church          
Congregation Hakafa                      
St. Raymond  Catholic Church                   
First United Methodist Church of 
Arlington Heights                    
Islamic Society of the Midwest                            
Maternity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church
John 23rd Community                
Holy Family Catholic Community                                               
Our Lady of The Wayside Catholic 
Church                                            
St. James Catholic Church                                          
ICNA Relief  
Agape: A Community of New Hope      
Temple Chai                                
Willow Creek Community Church     
Cristo Rey St. Martin College Prep 
High School 
Clerics of St. Viator                       
Zakat Chicago                              
Muslim Community Center              

Civic Community Partners

Arlington Heights League of 
Women Voters       
Arlington Heights Rotary Club      
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Viator House Staff

Fr. Corey Brost, C.S.V., Executive 
Director
Br. Michael Gosch, C.S.V., Director of 
Programs & Housing
Fr. Chris Glancy, CSV, Case Manager
Marianne Dilsner, Case Manager
Bart Hisgen, House Manager
Marquito Daudo, House Coordinator
Michael Yemane, House Coordinator
Erick Carlos, House Coordinator
Susana Tellez, House Coordinator
Rogelio Lozano, Overnight Staff
Julie Furmanski, Operations 
Coordinator

Board of Trustees

Alexandra Fung (Chair) 
Matt Hower - (Finance Chair) 
Carolyn Nopar
Liz Andrews
Sr. Carrie Miller, SLW 
Sr. Cathy Fedewa, CSFN 
Fr. Mark Francis, CSV 
Mohammed Ali
Gabriele Eaton
Sheikh Nazir Chahin
Dr. Mauricio Cifuentes
Kelly Kribs
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INTEREST IN DONATING?

VISIT viatorhouseofhospitality.com

Missionary Sisters Servants of 
the Holy Spirit
H.D. and Beth Mitchell
Mom’s Group
Kathleen Morkert
Kathleen Murphy
Sr. Patricia Murphy
Ann Marie Murtha
Kathlyn Myers
Jennifer Nagda
Abdelwahed Naimi
Susan Neu
Kerri Neubek
Ginny Neugebauer
Chuck and Marilyn Neuman
Elaine Newton
Asma Nizamuddin
Doug Nopar
Richard Nopar
Northwest Eye Physicians
Margaret and Jerry Novotny
Deborah Obalil
Kathleen O’Connell
Kim O’Connor
Thomas, Danell and John 
O’Neill
Terri Otten
Valerie Vogt Pape
Kurt Paprocki
John and Joan Passanante
Theresa Pendergraff
Dennis Penning
Teresa Perea
Christopher Perez
Faustine Perham
Sr. JoAnn Persch, R.S.M.
Tony and Sally Petrillo
Kathy Pettingill
Anthony Phan
Jill and Richard Piccolino
Melinda Power
Margaret Power
Sana Quadri
Sabrina Qureshi
Amell Ramadan
Kiran Rasul
Mary Reidy
James Reilly
Stacy Reiss
Patrick Render
Paula Render
Sr. Rosemary Render, C.S.J.
Fr. Richard Rinn, C.S.V.
Virgenmina Rios
James and Regina Roland
Kathy Rolenc
Barbara Roos
Elizabeth Rosenberg
Bob and Debby Ross
Margarete Roth
Jeanne and Jack Rowe
Ann and Lou Rundio
Colin Ruska
Megan Russell
Carole Ruzicka
Celeste Ryan
Suha Sadiq
Safa Sadiq
Amina Saeed
Chris Salituro
Sr. Beth Saner, F.S.P.A.
Julie Sass
Neil Scheufler
Kate Schraeder
Nancy Schreiber
Tom Schreiber
John Scotillo
Ali Siczek
Sisters of the Living Word
Clairmarie Slaveck
Kathryn Smigiel
Deacon Jack and Linda Smith
Loretta Smith

Society of the Danube 
Swabians
Hina Sodha
Carla Spanier
Patricia and James Spannagel
St. Viator High School
John Steiner
Gabriela Gracia and Quinn 
Stephens
Sandra Stilling Seehausen
Amy Stomper
Elizabeth Stover
Gavin Sullivan
Alyssa Sullivan
Luke Sullivan
Lubina Sultana
Maryam Muhammad and Zakia 
Sultana
Sr. Fran Sulzer, F.S.P.A.
Shawn Syed
Joey Sylvester
Peter and Marilyn Tantillo
Mohammad Tariq
Robert Taylor
Donna and Michael Tessner
Jack and Linnea Thennes
Tara Tidwell-Cullen
Mary and Andrew Tinich
Mary and Frank Tornabene
Walter and Susann Trnka
Barbara Tsutsumi
Nesrin Unlu
Parvin Sultana Usman
Jeanne Vallem
John Van Wiel
Gina Vera
Margery Veseling
John Vogel
Almarie Wagner
Rosemary Walter
Mary Ann Weakley
David Webb
Joseph Weber
Gary Wescott
Maria Whelan
Ellen Wienke
Jason Wilhite
Alexander Witek
Sheldon Zenner

$501 - $1,000
Mario Allegro
Alan and Fran Baumgartner
Timothy and Patricia Boyle
Art Briggs
Brost Architects & Planners Ltd
Devon Bruce
Nancy and Steve Burbick
Michael and Jiraprapha Cannon
Kamran Chaudhary
Lynda Connor
James and Marjorie Cotting
Karen Cutler
Jim and Cheryl Davis
Fr. Mick Egan, C.S.V.
Donna Epton
Marie Fahrenbach
Brian Fife
Mary Finks
John and Rosemary Flynn
Tom and JoAnne Francis
Jan and Bob Gedmin
Tim and Debbie Gosch
Margaret Gosch
Anne Gosch
Russ and Peg Hill
Holy Family Catholic 
Community
Jeremy Huene
Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Chicago
Rachel Kelley
Farhat and Naazish Khan

Aliya Khan
Michael Kuhn
Pat Lacey
Landex Research, Inc.
Pam Mamsch
Maternity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Church
Elizabeth McKay
Michael J. and Sally E.W. 
Cannon Family Charity Trust
Amir Mirza
John and Rosemary Morrissey
Marilyn Mulcahy
Robert and Mary Naftzger
Network for Good (Facebook)
John Ohlendorf
Carole O’Neill
Robert and Mary Pat Ortbal
Pat & Patty Crowley Fund 
at the Chicago Community 
Foundation
Monica Keane and Mike 
Rekruciak
Julie Rognstad
Dave Rooney
Joseph and Maureen Ruane
Rummana and Shoeb Sadiq
Lucy Sadowska
Marta Sayeed
Art and Beverly Schulze
John and Maureen Shane
Thamreen Siddiqui
Mary and Raymond Simon
Ed and Donna Slusher
Tom and Jean Spiegelhalter
St. Joseph Catholic Church
Michael Thompson
Teresa VanSickle
David and Linda Weinstein
Edward and Laura Wiertel
Mike and Molly Wolfe
Kris and Pete Wray
Fr. Bill Zavaski
Eric Ziegenhorn

$1,001 - $2,500
Anonymous
Diane and Tom Adam
Liz and Bill Andrews
Denise Beihoffer
John Bolser
Patricia and John Bomher
Gino Bonanotte
Libby Bullock
James Burke
George and Julia Carens
Mario Chan
Melissa Claudio
Ann Conroy
Christopher Deger
Larry and Barbara D’Urso
Jim and Kathi Frontier
Ed and Tricia Gromala
Patricia and Michael Hayes
Patricia and John Hynek
John and Kathy Keating
Dr. And Mrs. Khan
Bob and Carol Kopp
Lyn and Kerry Lavelle
Jerry and Lou Leitner
John and Kathleen Loy
Marie and James May
Mark and Andrea McDonnell
Marty and Marian McGowan
Sr. Mary Meckley, BVM
Rev. Daniel Mirabelli, C.S.V.
Ken and Carolyn Nopar
Bill Obalil
George and Cathy Ostendorf
Our Saviour’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church
Michael and Moira Pollard
Barbara Reed

Jan and Tim Romenesko
Jerry Roseland
John and Jeanne Sattler
Gregg Schreiber
Jack and Donna Schuh
Mark and Carol Serrani Anderson
Robert and Amy Somary
The Blackbaud Giving Fund

$2,501 - $5,000
Agape Community of New Hope
Farah and Fiaz Ahmed
Benevity
Robert Berner, Jr.
Marilyn Breiding
Mariam Darsot
Wendy Davis
Divine Mercy Parish
Gabriele Eaton
Tyler Harris
Colleen Gaughan and David 
Hogaboom
Brandon and Daisy Hunter-Haydon
Syed and Azra Hussain
Sue and Terry Jordan
Sheila and Tom Letscher
Fr. John Palmer, C.S.V.
Patricia Paschke
Anisha and Sajid Patel
Henry and Elizabeth Possley
Kurt Preston
Br. Rob Robertson, C.S.V.
Saint John XXIII Community
Matthew and Sarah Tipperreiter
Dorothy Vlazny
Wheaton Franciscan Sisters 
Corporation
Graham Woodward

$5,001 - $9,999
Augustine Stewardship Fund
Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration
Dan and Laura Georgen
Ghaffar and Peggy Kazkaz
Bart Hisgen and Cynthia Miller
Linda Nishi
Society of Helpers
Wellington Ave UCC

$10,000 and above
Clerics of Saint Viator
Comcast
Helen Brach Foundation
Matthew Hower
Michael Joseph Ritt, Jr. Trust
Patrick and Anna M. Cudahy Fund
Frank Patzke
PWH Educational Foundation
Michael and Joan Schade
St. James Catholic Church
Jim and Jeanie Sullivan
Fr. Alan Syslo, CSV
Together Rising
Zakat Chicago


